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SMEG: an experiment with {1 UNIVERSITY OF
Y ABERDEEN

student partners

September 2025: Induction sessions in Welcome Week

| want to put together a group of students with an interest in
education (SMEG), who will have a number of discussions on
various topics with the objective to improve the provision of
Maths courses in Aberdeen.

The nature and timing of the discussions, as well as the topics,
will be decided by the group themselves (but are likely to
include items such as Assessments, GenAl, Lectures, Flipped
Classrooms, ...).

15 October 2025: First SMEG meeting, with 10 SMEG-Heads

How to get people together, talking, working?
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Forge bonds and foster belonging

* Weekly meetings, for catharsis and for work
* Bring the Maths Society back to life

* Learning & Teaching Enhancement Programme

Creating opportunities for group work to foster a
sense of community in undergraduate studies.
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Working in partnership ...

17th Annual Academic Development Symposium (29 April 2026)

From Participation to Belonging: Exploring Student and Staff
Perspectives on Student Engagement



... a fruitful and rewarding
experience
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SMEG-Head perspective
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Why, What, & How......

* Aim of SMEG: How to get people together, talking,
working

* Found that everyone has experienced the same social

struggles in maths
¥ Math GeSaiih.
“ Studerts a'
Game | ight
Board games and other fun
stuff

* Social Games night

e Tutorials

is Was
brought to you by SMEG
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Tutorial Activity

Changing table layout to promote group work

Emphasising methodology rather than solutions

Breaking barriers between students and tutors

Relating to fellow students

Sam
McWhinnie
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Our Takeaways

* Increasing engagement from the front of a class is
tricky — try sharing the struggles you had with the
content!

* Creating a sense of community does increase
confidence and engagement

* Not all students will engage immediately - some need
more encouragement (and that’s fine!)
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Conclusion

 Why and How SMEG was successful

* SMEG’s plans going forward

e Student-led model in other disciplines
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Thank you!



